2015-2016 Alumnae of Northwestern University Graduate Fellowship Recipients

The Alumnae of Northwestern University selected three recipients to receive its 2015-16 Graduate Fellowships for graduate-level tuition. The fellowships are awarded to full-time students in terminal master’s degree programs who show promise of achieving distinction in careers that will serve the public good. Criteria for selection include quality of scholarship, leadership, community service, professional experience and financial need.  
Laura Stoughton








$20,000
Master of Science in Education and Social Policy, School of Education and Social Policy

Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude, in Cognitive Science and Psychology, Weinberg College of Arts and 
Sciences, December 2014

A member of Phi Beta Kappa, she is a James Alton James Scholar and National Merit Scholar. Laura has had experience as a Loomis Chafee Summer Faculty intern and as a sixth grade biology teacher for underserved students in Manchester, New Hampshire.  Her intention is to teach high school science and be a role model for girls interested in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) fields.  Regarding her potential as a teacher, she is described by her advocates as “the single most qualified person I have ever met,” a “demonstrated leader,” and a “most impressive scholar.”  

Maris Maeve O’Tierney







$10,000

Master of Science in Leadership for Creative Enterprises, School of Communication
Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude, with majors in Art History, Vocal Performance and Political Science, Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences, June 2014

She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and was a Fulbright Recommended Scholar to Spain. In the summer of 2014, she was a fellow at the Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage. Maris is currently Polar Lab Coordinator at Anchorage (Alaska) Museum at Rasmuson Center.  In addition, she is a composer and regular performer, appearing both as a vocal and guitar soloist and in duets with her violinist twin sister. She is described as “broadly accomplished, enthusiastic and incisive.” Maris will pursue a Master of Science in Leadership for Creative Enterprises, a program which began in the fall of 2014 and combines coursework with industry visits to major cities and an internship that connects students to organizations such as museums, tech start-ups and media outlets.

Anna Leenay









$10,000

Combined Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degree program, Environmental Engineering, McCormick School of Engineering and Applied Science, Anticipated graduation date, December, 2015
Certificate in Global Ecological Health Engineering
Her primary interest is global water security. Anna has volunteered with the Chicago Legal Clinic, representing a Pilsen neighborhood organization concerned with communities affected by contaminated portions of the Chicago River. She has also had experience as an intern at the Evanston Utilities Department Water Treatment Plant. Currently, Anna is working with a team to design, implement and monitor a solar-powered water distiller in Rajasthan, India. She is described as having a talent for design and “a passion for environmental justice.”
