[image: image1.emf]









The Alumnae of Northwestern University

Awards $125,000 in Grants for 2014 Northwestern Projects

The Alumnae of Northwestern University has awarded full or partial funding to projects sponsored by several Northwestern schools, as well as the Mary and Leigh Block Museum, Alice Millar Chapel, Sheil Catholic Center and Norris University Center.  Awards for 33 grants, totaling $125,000, are included in The Alumnae’s Grants Program for 2014.  

“The Selection Committee was very impressed by the quality and variety of the proposals it received,” according to The Alumnae president, Dee Hanlon. “With almost 66 proposals, the choice of recipients was quite a challenge.  The 33 grants will provide funding for such worthwhile endeavors as research, performances, technology and equipment upgrades, conferences and exhibits.  Our thanks to those who took time to submit requests.”
The comprehensive range of projects includes full or partial funding to:  establish a permanent and clean water source for the people of Kimuka, Kenya, a suburb of Nairobi, by Northwestern’s chapter of Engineers Without Borders; support the visit of astronomer Neil deGrasse Tyson for a free lecture at Northwestern, to attract and inspire students to the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) fields;  design a field-based water quality testing kit tailored to the water resource conditions of rural Indian villages in the Thar (India) Desert; design and publish an activity book to educate elementary school children about the environmental and ecological benefits of green roofs in cities; and bring Northwestern PhD students from a variety of STEM disciplines to Chicago-area high schools to promote the fields to secondary teachers.
In addition to those listed above, grants include full or partial funding for:
Block Museum

· An exhibition of Buddhist Art and Its Legacies.
Alice Millar Chapel

· Replacement of existing chairs with Wenger “Musican Chairs,” the industry standard in rehearsal and performance seating;

· Purchase of three octaves of handbells for performances.
McCormick School of Engineering

· Equipment for a Northwestern team to develop an interactive museum-ready robot for Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry;
· Acquisition of Lightboard Recording Studio, which allows faculty and students the ability to make quick, high-quality videos to supplement class material and student organizations;

· Acquisition of a portable X-ray Fluorescence Analyzer, which provides non-destructive, non-invasive chemical “fingerprints” of metal castings, watercolors, and oil paints in museums, private collections or classrooms;
· Development of new material for a future course titled “Mechatronic Sensors and Actuators;”

· Introduction of a device for collecting tuberculosis airborne pathogens and quantifying their concentrations in South African medical clinics, providing an early warning system for infection control, focusing on alleviating the TB epidemic there, one of the world’s highest;
· Support for a promising technology to mitigate the detrimental effects of global climate change by focusing on the experimental and theoretical study of multi-mineral crushable compounds, with the purpose to mimic high-pressure compaction in granular rocks and understand their response in the presence of reactive pore fluids;

· Support for undergraduates, specifically women, to conduct competitive research that integrates engineering, computer science and applied math to address grand challenges in biology -- applications include identification of novel drug targets for breast and cervical cancer, development of patient-specific models, understanding the immune-cancer interface, and predicting invasive species due to climate change;

· Development of a new “do-it-yourself” model of undergraduate research.
Feinberg School of Medicine

· Investigation of the precise mechanism of the molecule Gangliodise GM3, which modulates the effects of wound healing in diabetic modules via live cell microscopy;
· Studying the impact of Ganglioside GM3 depletion on cutaneous nerves and vasculature in diabetic mice;

· Investigation of the ability of cobalt-based inhibitors as a research tool and potential therapy for Alzheimer’s disease;

· Support for the Women’s Health Science Mentoring Program, which facilitates networking mentoring and collaboration opportunities between current Northwestern graduate students, emdical students and Chicago public high school students.
Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences

· Provision of enhanced computing facilities for use in the undergraduate organic chemistry laboratories;

· Study of the fundamental chemistry underlying memory formation in a model organism, C. elegans, where memory is formed within a network of 302 neurons;

· Training for graduate students in reading that is both extensive (scan reading) and intensive (deep reading of texts);

· Validation of the use of a novel MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) agent to improve understanding of how the central nervous system functions;

· Exploration of how second-generation Mexican-American students who are in their first year of college utilize campus resources and form relationships with individuals who work at the university;

· Support for 15 undergraduate students to attend the 46th Midwest Theoretical Chemistry Conference to share recent research advances in theoretical chemistry;

· Research in Panama across two communities to help answer a fundamental question for cognitive science and sustainable development: how can people understand and interact with ecologies for sustainable futures, especially in situations of cultural resource conflict?;
· Funding for the first phase of a digital humanities project: creating a digital scholarly edition of Samuel Purchas’ Purchas His Pilgrimage (1626), to train and employ undergraduate research assistants to encode the digital file of the text.
Medill School of Journalism, Media, Integrated Marketing Communications
· Funding for science-writing fieldwork for Medill’s graduate journalism program, including travel stipends to labs, clinics and environmentally threatened coastal waters from Muskegon, Michigan, to the Florida Keys.

The Graduate School

· Bringing Northwestern PhD students from a variety of STEM disciplines to Chicago-area high schools promoting STEM content and research to students and teachers.

School of Communication Department of Theater

· Support for Northwestern University’s Virginia Wadsworth Wirtz Center for the Performing Arts (formerly the Theater and Interpretation Center at Northwestern University) 2014-15 season musicals, Little Women and Wild Party.

Sheil Catholic Center

· Offering a leadership development program specific to student leaders, helping them develop a common vision of leaderhsip, assist them in identifying their strengths, and provide them with tangible skills for  leadership roles at Sheil and the wider university.
Chicago Field Studies

· Support for the Chicago Field Studies (CFS) Scholars Fund, which helps undergraduates with financial need cover costs (travel and work-study) of having an unpaid internship.
Norris University Center

· Installation of an additional T-Coil listening assistance loop in McCormick Auditorium, allowing users with hearing aids to better listen to presentations in the facility.

The Alumnae of Northwestern University is an all-volunteer organization of women that raises funds for a wide range of projects to benefit the University and shares the University’s academic resources with the community through its Continuing Education program.  Founded in 1916, The Alumnae has given more than $6 million to the University in the form of grants, fellowships, scholarships, an endowed professorship, funding for special university projects and summer internships.  For more information, visit The Alumnae website (www.nualumnae.org).  
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